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–Hilma af Klint (in her journal) 

“You have mystery service ahead, and will soon 
enough realize what is expected of you.” 



Hilma af Klint is the true pioneer 
of Abstract Art but her work 
was created in secret, hidden 
from all but a few of her closest 
friends and was meant to                                                   
be seen only in the future. 

Although her paintings were not 
seen publicly until 2013 her 
work from the early 20th century 
predates the first purely abstract 
paintings by Kandinsky, 
Mondrian and Malevich.





The Time Period
The period before World War I sees the end of the Belle 
Epoque and the start of a more conservative era marked 
by xenophobia, a rise in nationalism and increased 
sexism toward women.  

Lower class women can engage in sexual relations with 
Upper class men, but Upper class women must be 
“angels” in the home. Married women are discouraged 
from showing sexual desire. Educated women are 
discouraged from working.



The Occult
There is a great fascination for invisible phenomena at the time. 
This can be seen in relation to scientific discoveries, such as x-
rays that could reveal internal human organs, and electromagnetic 
waves that led to the development of radio and telephony.  

In this climate, The Occult becomes a popular pastime with the 
Upper class.  





Why the Need for Secrecy?
Hilma af Klint is a single, educated, 
working woman. She is a member of the 
Upper class and a professional artist 
known for her portraits and landscapes.  

At this time women artists are only 
allowed to copy. They cannot create 
anything original. Female innovation is 
considered subversive. 

Klint’s early forays into modernism are 
dismissed by her female colleagues as 
inappropriate.  

She doesn’t dare show her work to the 
men at the Academy who are trying to 
expel the women. 



She is also a devout follower of 
The Occult.  

Her understanding of occult 
physics, chemistry and 
mathematics is unusual and very 
much ahead of her time. 

Her diaries contain mystical 
vowels and initials, symbols from 
the dead sea scrolls and 
references to the astral and 
metaphysical planes.   





During a seance in 1906, Klint receives a “Commission” from 
an astral spirit named Amaliel. He tells her to paint a series of 
paintings, “For the future.”  

She accepts the commission and begins her secret life.   





According to her journals, the purpose 
of the commission was to, “return 
symbolic knowledge back to humanity.” 





Klint claimed to have travelled to the 
Astral Plane. There she came to know 
and love her spirit guide Amaliel.





Did Klint make up this story as a way to 
support the arc of her aspirations? 



Or did it really happen?



UNSEEN



Style and Tone
Hilma’s World







Style and Tone
The Astral Plane







Casting Ideas







Musical Inspiration
Ascending and Descending David Hykes, The 
Harmonic Choir, Hearing Solar Winds 

Come to Me - Live, Bjork, Vulnicura Live 

Terry, Anika, Anika 

Door To The Cosmos, Sun Ra, DJ-Kicks (Motor 
City Drum Ensemble) 

Crystalline, Bjork, Biophilia 

Wandering Star, Portishead, Dummy (Non UK 
Version) 

Dark Matter (Alva Noto Remodel), Bjork, bastards 

Masters of War (Dub), Anika, Anika 

Slow Slippy, Underworld, Slow Slippy


